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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Hr. Hoover: 
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On June 30, 1961*, you forwarded to tlje Ccoslsslon two photographs 
Obtained by your Dallas office from JaroefyKjjide rvood, a _ newsman with 
KRLD-TV in Dallas. Enclosed herewith Is 'a photograph forwarded to 
the Commission from Martha Jo«^9troud, Assistant United States Attorney j * 
in Dallas. We are also enclosing a copy of a letter from Miss Stroud » n, * 
Indicating the conditions under which this photograph was obtained. 

. '! 

Since the photographs taken ly Underwood purport to indicate ' 

►zact point on the curb where this niche is located, we request 
your Bureau perform the following investigatory steps: 

(1) Using either the model of the assassination scene or a 
diagram, please trace the path which a missile would have 
taken If it traveled from the sixth floor southeast comer 
window to the point on the curb indicated In these 
photographs, and then advise us of the approximate frame 
in the Zap ruder film which would correspond to the point 
at which this missile would have passed over the 
President's car. 

(2) We would like an analysis made of this mark on the curt> 

to determine whether there are any lead deposits there . - 
or any other evidence upon which a conclusion can fee • 

reached as to whether thic mark was caused fey the , ^ ^ q 

striking of a bullet. RFC- W 1 ' ' *' ' ' ' ^ ' 
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(3) Please determine whether the photograph forwarded to us 
by Hiss Stroud is a photograph of the some curb mark 
represented in the Underwood photograph* We suggest 
that ToiS^pillard of the Dallas Morning Sews be shown 
the spot on the curb^from which the Underwood photograph 
^as taken in order to determine whether the two ©en 
food photographed the some mark. J i # ■ ■ 






Sincerely, 

\ f 

i . 

y. Lee "Konkin 
General Counsel 
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Hr e BelmiL- 1 - Mr® CodI^u ; 

Kr, Rosen (llr, Halley) I - Hr. Griffith 

Hr. Sullivan (Ur. Leniban) 1 - Mr. Shaneyfelt 

Mx* Sobs® . July 13, 1954 
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t/ -^iFo: SAC, Dallas (100-10461) 

Tro»I Director, FBI (105-82655) 



SSI HASYEY OSWALD, aSm '■ ' ' . 

IS » B • CUBA ■ ' ■ 

This President 5 n Commission has requested further 
Investigation regarding the nick In the curb along the south - 
curb of Main Street as shown In the photographs you submitted ■ 
ffilrtsl 6/16/64. Copies of the Commission letter and the 
photographs you submitted are attached for your guidance, There 
Is also attached a copy of a letter to the Commission fro® 
Assistant United States Attorney, JJartba Joe Etroud,‘ Dallas,* 
Texas, and an accompanying photograph of a nick In the curb takes 
by Tom Dillard of the Dallas Morning Hows on 11/22/63. * 
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You should first attempt t© locate tho nick In the curb 
and sutel the Bureau whether or sot you can loeato it. Since th« 1 
nick are®. If located, will bo analyzed spoctrographically is fthwj * - 
Laboratory p you we sautlonad liot to clean the curb or 

otherwise arnke any alterations that would effect such a Laboratory 
examination* If the nick is located, you will bo furnished o 
detailed last ructions regarding photographs to bo made before 
removal of this portion of tho curbing as well as Instructions 
for remove I after tho pictures are mado. You should determine 
throngs contact with appropriate Dallas officials whether or notes 
there is any objection to the removal of a portion of tho curbing. 

For the spectrograph lc examination, it will bo necessary to have*" 1 
the nick and tho curbing approximately four to six Inches nround It 
— Intact* Tho amount of curbing removed beyond this will be 
,„| determined by tho mothod of removal that is used In order to '■ 
w il retain the portlnont area .*in!acf e 

r\, • ■ ■ 

To Socatc the nick in tho curb on the south eide of Main 
Street, you should uso the -photograph mado by Ur. Underwood tokon 
T r on the nick toward tho sixth ,! Ibox’ window of tho Texas School *- - 
*— go clopnrep (6) - | 
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photograph, Aitor that *«J » relation to the steps mod 

««h bb lb. » 1 *? “ *!? *!“ -‘SbS o”«. north nl«e of *1- Strent 
£j SSJ " "tUo". Spoclllc'S... of the TSBDB. Sutel »suit S • 

0 f 3 {forts ft® locate the nick on the curb* • 

The photographers, James Underwood and Tom Dillard, «a^ 

SsLr swjs^i sztisr. ssrw* *-• 

T?^. rl.L lnehind 1. d th< ,,, tor . tory , It «. Z will be b.ndled 

5.*S S-iffi- ' 

relative to submission of the piece of curbing. The Laboratory will 
also make a comparison of photographs to be made after tb« .• 

located, with photographs Bade by Underwood and Dillard as requested . 
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Belmont 1 - Mr. 

Sullivan (Mr. Lenihan) 
Rosen (Mr. Malley) 
Rogge . - I “ Mr, 
Conrad 1 - Mr. 
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Jevons 1 - Mr. 
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honorable J. Lee Rankin 
/-'General Counsel 

The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 
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Reference is made to your letter dated July 1264, 
requesting additional examination of the mark appearing theS 
curbing on the south side of Main Street near the triple underpass .*/ \ 
at the assassination site In Dallas, Texas. This mark was lop&ted <- ■ - ; 
and was found to bo 23 feet, 4 Inches from the abutment of the *' -< 
triple underpass. The Laboratory comparison of the markkas'# -jV 
now appears with the photographs made by James Underwoigh jf| 
newsman for KHLD-TV In Dallas, and Tom Dillard, a pho raphe r| .' 
lor the Dallas Morning News, establishes they are photogc\i^Jia;.d 7 
this same mark. Four copies of tlie results of the intond^gs ftjth 
Mr. Underwood and Mr, Dillard are attached. i 

■ . .... - * 3 : 

In response to your Inquiry, accumlng that a bullig sfcsg - m y 
from the sixth floor window of the Texas School Book Depositary- 4 -\ - 
Bulldinc struck the curb on the south side of Main Street at the 
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approximately frame 410 on the Zapruder ... ~ 

fejtter.^he shot that struck tho President in the head which is frame! '313, 

' *'At lb. 3 . frames per second, this represents a lapse of time of "B.S ; 

. so condh between frame 313 and frame 410, Based on a direct shot from the 
1 /Sixth floor /window t. to the curbpn -Maim Street, .this bullet would li&ve 

..O’* J _ A*. _ ; -.s' 1?% lfi #aaI ' ‘ ■ 




passed over tho center of' Elm 
rora Jflie streot level. It is not 
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ah elevation of about 18 feet 



in frame 410 of the Zapruder ' . i 
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Honorable J. Lee Rankin 






film, Mrs. Kennedy has returned to the Beat beside the President 
and Secret Service Agent Bill Is about midway from the back bumper 
to the President crawling across the trunk lid. . . . L , . . y - . 



The piece of curbing containing the mark was removed on ~ 
August 9, ID 64, and examined In the FBI laboratory. This curbing tee 
been designated as Bern C321 by the Laboratory. Small foreign metal . 
smears wore found adhering to the curbing section within the area of 
the mark. These metal smears were epectrographically determined to 
bo essentially lead with a trace of antimony. No copper yeas found*' 
The lead could have originated from the lead core of a mutilated metal- 
jacketed bullet sucli as the type of bullet loaded into 6.5 millimeter 
MannUcher-Carcano cartridges or from some other source having the 
same composition. 



Tiio absoncc of copper precludes tho possibility ttet the 
mark on the curbing section was mado by an unmutllatod military-type 
full metal-jacketed bullet such as the bullet from Governor Connally’e i 
stretcher, Cl, or tlx bullet or bullet ; j represented by tlx Jacket • ■ ' 
fragments, C2 and CS, found In tho Presidential limousine. Further, 
the damage to the curbing would have been much more extensive If a 
rifle bullet had struck the' curbing without first Saving struck some 
other object. Therefore, this mark could not have beon made by . . 

the first Impact of a high velocity rifle bullet. - v 



‘ It was also determined from a microscopic study that the 
lead object tliat struck tho curbing causing the mark was moving In ’ . 
a general direction away from the Texas School Book Depository 
Building. Assuming tills mark was made by a fragment of a bullet - : * 
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Honorable J e JLae Rankin * -. ■ C ' : 



from the assassin's rifle, the evidence present is Insufficient to 
establish whether it was caused by a fragment of a bullet striking 
the occupants of the Presidential limousine, such as the bullet 
that struck the President's head, or whether it is a fragment of _ 
a sliot that may have missed the Presidential limousine. 

This completes the request in your letter dated July 7, . 

1904. The piece of curbing Is available In the FEI Laboratory. A 
photograph of the marl; on the curbing before removal and a photo- 
graph of the curbing after removal are attached, - - . 

Sincerely yours, , 
gL Edgar Howsf ' . 
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